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Background 
Activity on awareness and environmental education is getting a priority role as a measure to mitigate littering 
of the marine environment as a consequence of coastal tourism and public recreation. It has been recognized 
as an appropriate tool to raise public awareness and attract attention to the problem, inspiring new actors, 
e.g. local authorities, to join the measures to prevent littering of the marine environment. Being regularly 
arranges such campaigns could also contribute into widening of the knowledge base on top items constituting 
marine litter and probably elaborate appropriate measures to mitigate this type of environmental pressure.  

For the first time, the international annual campaign "Clean Beach" was held in 2014 as part of the 
International Project "Year of the Gulf of Finland - 2014". And since take place annually in Saint-Petersburg 
in the frame of cooperation between Saint-Petersburg (Russia) and such cities of Baltic region as Tallinn 
(Estonia), Helsinki and Turku (Finland) with aim of developing youth cooperation in the field of environmental 
protection, improving the ecological culture of citizens, developing environmental volunteer movement. It is 
not just to clean up beaches by voluntary work but to give people a concrete chance to make a difference to 
the environmental well-being of the shore through involving and extension of voluntary networks and 
international cooperation for our common Baltic areas. Moreover, to raise awareness of marine litter issues.  
Such approach is for managing of base reasons and preventive measures, but not only work with 
consequences which existing garbage on the beaches is literally. 

In 2018 Clean Beach action in Saint-Petersburg included activities for marine litter monitoring in accordance 
with HELCOM Guideline for monitoring of marine litter on beaches. For the first year it was approbation of 
the methodology, in 2019 monitoring of marine litter was made two times in year (see results). 

Conducting an environment-educational international action «Clean beach» as an annual contribution into 
implementation of the HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter:  

- NE1 «Promote and undertake education activities on marine litter in synergy with existing 
initiatives in the field of sustainable development and in partnership with civil society (including 
activities related to prevention and promotion of sustainable consumption and production)». 

- NE3 «Encourage participation in International, EU and National Marine Litter Cleanup Campaigns». 
- NE6 «Enhance cooperation and coordination with global marine initiatives». 
- RL15 «Establish an exchange platform for spreading experiences on good cleaning practices in 

beaches, including cleaning beaches actions by local communities, riverbanks, pelagic and surface 
sea areas, ports, marinas and inland waterways, in cooperation with relevant fora. Develop best 
practice on environmental friendly technologies and methods for cleaning».  

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 
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- take note of the information on beach clean-up campaigns and beach litter monitoring organized 
in 2019 in Russia;  

- seek for opportunities joining to the Baltic Sea “Clean Beach Campaign 2020” with national events;  
- consider possibilities for information support of the “Clean Beach Campaign 2020” to distribute 

information to potential target groups and organize information exchange across the region. 
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Input of Russia in RAP ML including Outcome of the International 
environmental campaign “Clean Beach” 2019 and beach litter monitoring 
actions 
 
Outcomes of the International environmental campaign “Clean 
Beach” 2019 in Russia 
 

04.05.2019 Clean Beach event in Helsinki  
04.05.2019 Clean Beach event in Tallinn 
18.05.2019 Clean Beach campaign 2019 in St. Petersburg (event page) 
14.09.2019 Clean Beach campaign in Leningrad region 
 
The Beach clean-up week took a head start with simultaneous Clean Beach events 
in Finland (Helsinki) and Estonia (Tallinn) on the 4th of May and continued with the event in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, on 18th of May. 
 
In St. Petersburg   

The “Clean Beach” in St. Petersburg took place at “Morskiye Dubki” beach in Primorsky district and 
supported by Committee for Nature Use, Environmental Protection and Ecological Safety of St. Petersburg.  
 
The programme included interactive activities, environmental educational quest with 19 stages and 3 points 
with information about separate waste collection, monitoring of marine litter at beaches, field kitchen and 
other open space facilities. 
 
The mainstream of the programme was Sustainable Development Goals (Goals 4, Goal 12,Goal 14) which 
gave the background for the  scenario and quest designing. 
 
Main results of the campaign in St. Petersburg: 
• More than 500 participants 
• 40 volunteers assisted in arrangements 
• 27 teams competed  
• 15 universities delegated participants  
• 3 NGOs involved in the event 
• 19 stations of the environmental quest 
• 3 points with information about principles and practices of separate waste collection 
• a mobile air monitoring station 
• a site to monitor the marine litter in accordance with the HELCOM Guideline  
• more than 40 m3 litter collected, incl.  

217 bags of recyclable waste: 
- 154 kg of glass 
- 120 kg of metal 
- 50 kg of PET (including bottles) 
- 2 kg metal cans 

 
The winner got the Clean Beach Cup of the Governor of St. Petersburg. 
 

http://www.itamerihaaste.net/en/news_and_events/news/helsinki_tallinn_and_turku_encourage_baltic_sea_municipalities_to_beach_cleaning_events.1908.news
http://helcom.ru/clean_beach/2019_clean_beach_eng
http://helcom.ru/press_office?news=651
https://www.facebook.com/events/1029772033833988/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1851690178487997/
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In Leningrad region 

For the second time "Clean Beach" campaign was held in the Leningrad region (Kurgalsky reserve) at 
September 14, 2019.  The action was organized in cooperation with Committee for nature resources of the 
Leningrad region and supported by Nord Stream 2 AG. 

The event was held in the Kurgalsky reserve and continued a series of similar actions held annually in various 
cities along the Gulf of Finland and contributed to the implementation of the HELCOM RAP ML.  

The Concept of the event included an environmental quest, waste collection stage and an interactive part, 
including master classes. 10 Ecological education stations (in cooperation with representatives of Protected 
area, ecological movement “Razdelny sbor”) were organized. 

Main results of the campaign in Leningrad region: 
 

- More than 250 participants  
- 14 teams (local citizens) 
- 45 persons of Organizing Committee and volunteers  
- 3 stages of interactive part of the campaign  
- 10 stations of environmental-educational quest  
- More than 10.5 tons of litter gathered (around 2.5 of litter were sent to recycling) 

Within the framework of the campaign, separate collection of waste (glass, tires tin, aluminium) and removal 
of useful fractions to the procurement companies of St. Petersburg and Kingisepp district for processing were 
carried out. Total amount: 1.5 tons of tires, appr. 1 tons of glass, tin, aluminium. Mixed waste (appr. 8.5 tons) 
were sent to the landfill site. 

Outcomes of the monitoring of marine litter on beaches in Saint-Petersburg  
Since 2018 Clean Beach campaign in St. Petersburg included activities for monitoring of marine litter on 
beaches. In May 2018 monitoring was made HELCOM Guideline for monitoring of marine litter on beaches 
as approbation of mythology implemented in Russia. After endorsement in principle the Guideline at 8th 
Meeting of the Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature Conservation (STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018) monitoring in Saint Petersburg in the frame Clean Beach campaigns was continued. 

In 2019 monitoring of marine litter on beaches was conducted two times – in spring and autumn. The activity 
was supported with experts in marine litter monitoring and supplemented by short introduction about 
marine litter issues to students who was voluntary involved in the process. Due to reconstruction works the 
monitored beach was changed – the same shore of Neva Bay but closer to the city.  

Generalized results Spring 2019 Autumn 2019 
Total number of detected items 1252 1240 

• Plastic 1028 863 
• Rubber 31 10 
• Textile 51 76 
• Paper 11 10 
• Wood 74 14 
• Metal 6 24 
• Glass 51 243 
• Undefined 0 0 
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Regional impact 
“Clean Beach” campaign is organized as a contribution to the implementation of the HELCOM Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter (the HELCOM RAP ML), which aims to decrease marine litter by 2025. The campaign is 
open for participation to associations, societies, business, cities, institutions, students, families, groups of 
friends, as well as individual citizens. 

Organize own campaign! 
The main principles and ideas of the Clean Beach action are included into the Note of intent, which can be 
supported by any organization, city, association intending to join the campaign and/or conduct similar event. 
The Note of intent is already supported by: 

• Committee for Nature Use, Environmental Protection and Ecological Safety of St. Petersburg 
• City of Tallinn (Estonia) 
• City of Helsinki (Finland) 
• City of Turku (Finland) 
• State company Mineral (operator in Russia) 
• Leningrad region (the action in 2018, 2019 was supported by Nord Stream 2 AG) 

 

http://helcom.ru/clean_beach/Memorandum_Clean_Beach
http://helcom.ru/clean_beach/2019_clean_beach_eng
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